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FOREWORD 

 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 
envisions a system of education rooted in Indian 
ethos, that contributes directly to transforming 
India, sustainably into an equitable and vibrant 
knowledge society, by providing high quality 

education to all, and thereby making India a knowledge super 
power. This policy endeavors to align the country’s educational 
framework with global standards while preserving the cultural and 
linguistic diversity that defines India. However, its successful 
implementation is both a significant opportunity and a formidable 
challenge, requiring concerted efforts from policymakers, 
educators, and other stake holders. 

The book Implementation of NEP 2020: Perspectives & 
Challenges comes at a crucial time as the nation embarks on this 
ambitious journey. Edited by Dr. Ramakanta Mohalik, Dr. 
Mrinal Mukherjee, Mr. Amit Adhikari, and Dr. Partha 
Sarathi Nandi, this work provides a comprehensive analysis of 
the policy’s objectives, anticipated impacts, and the hurdles that 
must be overcome to realize its full potential. It delves into key 
areas such as curriculum reforms, teacher education, digital 
learning, and inclusive education, offering insights from leading 
experts in the field. 

The contributors to this volume critically evaluate the policy's 
implementation strategies and present forward-looking solutions to 
address the multifaceted challenges it poses. As we move towards 
a more flexible and equitable education system, the reflections in 
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this book will serve as a guide for educators, administrators, and 
policymakers in navigating the complexities of NEP 2020. 

I congratulate the editors and contributors for their efforts in 
compiling this important resource, which will undoubtedly support 
the national endeavor to reform and revitalize India’s educational 
landscape. 

 
 
 Prof. Hrushikesh Senapaty 
 Former Director, NCERT, New Delhi, India 
Place: Bhubaneswar 
Date: 30/06/2024 
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PREFACE 

 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is a transformative 
framework aimed at reshaping the Indian education system for the 
21st century. This policy envisions an education system that 
contributes to an equitable and vibrant knowledge society by 
providing high-quality education to all. For any policy analyst 
understanding the policy failure is a major challenge and the future 
success depend upon such understanding. On the contrary 
education policy analysts have not given adequate attention to this 
issue of why policy filed and what we might learn from it.  

Education policy failure is a direct result of the over-investment of 
the state in the political symbolism of policy rather than its 
practical implementation for the regime remain in the state power 
that has been evident globally in developing countries. Social 
policy carries a broader symbolic significance than its simple 
technocratic ends. Now, it is time to go beyond such official 
business to conform the 21st century demands of education.  

The education system is inherently multi-layered, demands 
different kinds of expertise at each unique layer, and regularly 
invites political input and divergent administrative interpretations 
at every stage of implementation. Some scholar frame argument is 
that ‘failure is a policy objective rather than a consequence of 
risky innovation and/or problematic implementation’ (Gunter, H, 
2023). On the other ‘policy mortality’ is a distinctive approach in 
the field of education policy, as because failure tends to focus on 
the rationality of policy learning or what can be done better 
(Dunlop, Citation2020), rather than the construction and 
integration of failure as a policy strategy. To maximize the policy 
actualization and minimize the policy failure, legitimization 
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beyond legal framework, policy resourcing and time bound policy 
evaluation are the prime strategies that might be facilitates 
effective policy implementation. So implementation of policy is a 
larger challenge and there is a serious need to identify the 
challenges in the context of implementation of NEP 2020.   

The volume “Implementation of NEP 2020: Perspectives & 
Challenges” offers in-depth discussions and scholarly 
perspectives on how this policy can be effectively implemented 
across different dimensions of India's educational landscape. The 
chapters in this book provide insights into the challenges and 
opportunities faced by educators, policymakers, and stakeholders 
as they work towards bringing the NEP’s vision into reality. 

Chapter 1: Implementing India's National Education Policy 
2020: Navigating Towards New Horizons; Author: Dr. 
Debanjan Das 
This chapter lays the foundation for understanding the broad goals 
of NEP 2020. It explores how the policy aims to transform 
education by introducing multidisciplinary approaches, flexible 
curricula, and fostering critical thinking. The author examines the 
structural reforms required for successful implementation and the 
shift from rote learning to competency-based learning. The focus 
is on the strategic alignment of institutional frameworks and 
pedagogical methods to achieve NEP 2020’s objectives. 

Chapter 2: Transforming Education: Challenges and 
Opportunities of NEP-2020 in the Context of Implementation of 
the Policy; Author: Gobind Gopal Jana 

This chapter highlights the significant challenges that come with 
implementing such a vast and ambitious policy across a diverse 
nation. This chapter analyzes the systemic and infrastructural 
hurdles that must be overcome, such as teacher shortages, gaps in 
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digital accessibility, and disparities in rural and urban educational 
resources. It also discusses the opportunities NEP 2020 creates for 
improving access to quality education, especially through digital 
platforms and regional language inclusivity. 

Chapter 3: Stakeholder Perspectives on NEP-2020: Addressing 
Challenges for Successful Implementation; Author: Mr. Ajoy 
Das 
This chapter highlights the crucial role that stakeholders, including 
teachers, students, parents, and institutions, play in the successful 
implementation of NEP 2020. It emphasizes the need for 
collaboration and alignment between these groups to address the 
practical issues of policy enactment. Ajoy Das delves into the 
importance of community participation, highlighting the diverse 
reactions and adaptations necessary to localize the NEP's goals 
effectively. 

Chapter 4: Inclusive Education: Challenges and Strategies in 
NEP-2020 Implementation; Author: Dr. Chandan Mandal 
The NEP seeks to bridge the educational divide for marginalized 
groups, including children from rural areas, girls, and those with 
disabilities. This chapter discusses strategies for implementing 
inclusive education, detailing how policies and institutions can 
adapt to ensure that all children receive an education that 
accommodates their diverse needs. The chapter also reflects on the 
challenge of equitable resource distribution and suggests 
frameworks for achieving inclusivity. 

Chapter 5: Teacher Training and Professional Development in 
NEP-2020 towards Enhancing Educational Quality: 
Perspectives of Implementation; Author: Dr. Prodip Das 
The chapter emphasizes that for the policy to succeed, teachers 
must be adequately trained in modern pedagogical approaches, 
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technology integration, and competency-based assessments. The 
discussion includes the role of continuous professional 
development, mentorship programs, and the critical need for 
teacher empowerment to meet NEP’s standards. 

Chapter 6: Technology Integration in Education: Opportunities 
and Challenges in India’s National Education Policy 2020; 
Author: Dr. Tamal Jana 

This chapter is focused on the digital revolution in education as 
envisioned by NEP 2020. Dr. Tamal Jana evaluates the potential 
of integrating technology into education, including e-learning 
platforms, digital classrooms, and the use of AI for personalized 
learning. The chapter also explores the challenges of 
implementing this technology in under-resourced areas and 
suggests strategies to overcome the digital divide, especially in 
rural regions. 

Chapter 7: Redefining Assessment and Evaluation: Effective 
Implementation of India’s National Education Policy 2020; 
Author: Soma Mishra 

The NEP proposes a shift from traditional assessment methods 
towards more comprehensive and formative evaluations. This 
chapter discusses how assessments need to evolve to reflect a 
more holistic approach, focusing on critical thinking, creativity, 
and problem-solving skills. Soma Mishra suggests practical 
measures for reimagining student assessments in line with the 
NEP's goals, including the use of peer reviews, project-based 
assessments, and real-world problem-solving exercises. 

Chapter 8: Strategies for Effective Monitoring: Issues of Quality 
Assurance in NEP-2020 Implementation; Author: Mr. Bilash 
Samanta 
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The final chapter discusses the necessity of robust monitoring and 
evaluation frameworks to ensure the effective implementation of 
NEP 2020. Bilash Samanta argues that without consistent quality 
assurance, the policy’s ambitious reforms could fall short. The 
chapter outlines strategies for monitoring educational outcomes, 
ensuring accountability at institutional levels, and creating 
feedback mechanisms for continuous improvement. 

Chapter 9: Equitable Implementation of India's National 
Education Policy 2020: Strategies for Inclusive Education; 
Author: Dr. Ranajit Kumar Khalua 

This chapter focuses on ensuring equity in the implementation of 
NEP 2020, with strategies aimed at inclusive education. The 
author highlights the need to address the educational disparities 
across socio-economic and geographical lines, ensuring that every 
student benefits from the policy regardless of their background. 

Chapter 10: Aligning State and Central Initiatives with NEP-
2020 Goals: A Strategy for Policy Harmonization; Author: 
Supriya Debnath 
This chapter explores how the goals of NEP 2020 can be 
harmonized with existing state and central government educational 
initiatives. The author provides strategies for effectively aligning 
policies across different governance levels to ensure coherent and 
unified implementation. 

Chapter 11: Collaborative Educational Endeavors: Public-
Private Partnerships in Implementing NEP-2020; Author: 
Sukumar Pradhan 
This chapter highlights the potential for public-private 
partnerships (PPPs) to enhance the implementation of NEP 2020. 
The author discusses how collaboration between the government 
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and private sectors can bridge gaps in resources, expertise, and 
infrastructure in the education system. 

Chapter 12: Decoding Recommendations Regarding Teacher 
Education in NEP 2020: Perspectives and Challenges of 
Implementation; Author: Dr. Lopamudra Mishra 

In this chapter, the focus is on the reforms in teacher education as 
recommended by NEP 2020. The author examines the challenges 
in implementing these recommendations and the necessary 
changes needed in teacher training to align with the policy’s goals. 

Chapter 13: NEP-2020 and Open Educational Resources: 
Aligning Policies and Practices towards Implementation; 
Author: Arunava Bose 
This chapter discusses the role of Open Educational Resources 
(OER) in achieving the objectives of NEP 2020. The author delves 
into how aligning OER policies and practices with the policy can 
democratize access to quality education. 

Chapter 14: Teachers’ Attitude towards AREA in Teacher 
Education: Focus on National Education Policy 2020; Author: 
Dr. Sanjay Sarkar 
This chapter examines the attitudes of teachers towards the 
implementation of NEP 2020, especially in the domain of teacher 
education. The focus is on understanding the readiness of teachers 
and the educational system to adopt and integrate the reforms 
proposed in the policy. 

Chapter 15: NEP 2020 and the Development of Sanskrit: 
Challenges and Opportunities; Author: Asit Kumar Sau 

The revival and development of Sanskrit, as advocated in NEP 
2020, is the focus of this chapter. The author discusses the 
challenges faced in promoting Sanskrit as a living language in 



xv 

modern education and the opportunities the policy presents for its 
growth. 

Chapter 16: Integrating AI and Machine Learning in School 
Curriculums: A Smart Initiative of Implementation of NEP-
2020; Authors: Mr. Amit Adhikari, Dr. Parimal Sarkar 

This chapter explores the incorporation of Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) and Machine Learning (ML) into school curricula as a 
forward-thinking approach of NEP 2020. The authors discuss the 
challenges and the steps needed to integrate these technologies 
effectively in Indian schools. 

Chapter 17: Implementation of NEP-2020: Linking Industry and 
Other Corporate Sector with Higher Education, Author : Dr. 
G.V. Gopal 
This chapter focuses on the policy's objective of linking higher 
education with industry and the corporate sector. The author 
elaborates on how partnerships with industries can enhance the 
employability of graduates and create a symbiotic relationship 
between academia and business. 

This volume provides a comprehensive exploration of the 
perspectives and challenges surrounding the implementation of 
NEP 2020. Through its various chapters, it highlights the 
multifaceted approach required to achieve the policy's vision, 
emphasizing the role of inclusivity, stakeholder involvement, 
teacher training, and the integration of technology. As India 
navigates through this educational reform, the insights provided by 
this book will serve as a valuable guide for educators, 
policymakers, and scholars committed to enhancing the quality of 
education in India. 

This book really had no scope to address the all relevant 
challenges of implementation of NEP-2020 as it is all a rapidly 
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growing experience in the contemporary policy studies, but this 
book could be a ready reckoner for the Students, scholars and 
faculty members who might be introduced to the major concern of 
implementation of NEP-2020.  

The editors are thankful to Professor Hrushikesh Senapaty, Former 
Director, NCERT, New Delhi, India for taking the pain to write a 
wonderful forwarding for the book. The editors are equally 
grateful to the contributors and to the publisher. We are grateful to 
those who have silently encouraged us to move forward. It is a fact 
that, apart from senior academicians, we have accommodated 
articles from some young authors too. At the same time, we must 
admit that there may be some deficiencies which demand a lot of 
care that we failed to address and, for that reason, we must be 
apologetic. Any criticism and suggestions are solicited.  
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